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The Battle of Tippecanoe – November 7, 1811 
 

Warren County Reflections, a Journal magazine published by the Warren County 
(Indiana) Historical Society, indicates on page one, “Where Harrison entered Warren 
County 1 1/2 miles southeast of State Line, a large delegation of citizens met the 
pilgrimage and accompanied them through the county.”1 
 
 The Warren County Reflections article contains the following on page two as follows: 
 

Harrison proceeded to the west bank, entering Warren County in the 
southwestern part of Mound Township on the land now owned by F.A. Lynch, in 
Section 32. Thence he proceeded in a northeasterly direction passing a mile east of 
State Line City, through the dooryard of G. H. Lucas’ home. The army camped in 
a small grove and here two men died and were buried and the place is now called 
the Gopher Hill Cemetery. This is an old Indian trail that can be traced some ten 
or twelve miles and is sometimes fifteen or eighteen feet wide and a foot deep. 
 
It seems reasonable to believe Harrison's Army stayed about two or three miles 

west of the Wabash River as they continued their march north from present day Cayuga. 
This was done to avoid trees growing along the area adjacent to the river and to avoid 
detection from Indians who may have been watching for boats on the Wabash River or 
for individuals following along the banks of the river. It seems very doubtful that much 
if any of an Indian trail or a passage way for wagons would have existed along Harrison's 
line of march in 1811. However, the Warren County Reflections article quoted above 
indicates such an old Indian trail existed for ten or twelve miles.  

The statement that Harrison’s Army entered Warren County one and one-half 
miles southeast of State Line, Indiana, gives support to the conclusion that Harrison’s 
Army passed over Section 33 of Township 20 N and Range 10 W. However, the article 
indicates Harrison’s Army passed over Section 32, west of Section 33. In any event, the 
article places Harrison’s Army near Sections 32 and 33 in Mound Township, Warren 
County, Indiana. 

Page three of the Warren County Reflections article indicates: 
They crossed the Vermillion River near where the upper bridge at Eugene 

spans the river. From this point they went almost direct to or near State Line City 
where they entered Warren County. 

The army entered Warren County in the southwestern part of Mound 
Township, passing north, eastward through Kent Township, marching east of 
State Line City. The army camped in a detached grove in Kent Township. On 
Harrison’s return trip they camped again at this place and buried three soldiers 
there who had been wounded at Tippecanoe. 

This campground was the first conveyance of land made in Warren County. 
Nathaniel Butterfield to James Johnston, January 15, 1828. 



A cemetery was laid out, including the Harrison graves, and was named 
Gopher Hill (presently known in 2019 as the Old Gopher Hill Cemetery). About 
forty of the early settlers were buried there, the grave marker now under a 
corncrib, being used as a foundation for the crib and the graves are plowed over. 
 

 County Road S 1000 W in Mound Township, Warren County, Indiana, appears to 
separate Section 32 from Section 33 and Section 28 from Section 29 of Township 20 North, 
Range 10 West. County Road W 950 S appears to separate Mound Township from Kent 
Township in Warren County, Indiana. This author believes Harrison’s Army entered 
Mound Township in Warren County about three miles south-southeast of State Line City, 
Indiana. 
 
 A stone marker located at 40° 17.27′ N, 87° 28.106′ W indicates “Nov. 3, 1811, 
Harrison’s Army camped on the west side of this grove.”2 The marker is near West 
Lebanon, Indiana, in Warren County. The marker is on County Road S 775 W north of 
State Road 28, on the right when traveling north. This marker seems to contradict the 
story of Harrison’s Army camping at the location of the Old Gopher Hill Cemetery since 
this marker is but a few miles northeast of State Line City, Indiana. It seems doubtful 
Harrison’s Army would camp again only five or six miles from the Old Gopher Hill 
Cemetery, if indeed he did camp there. 
 
 Fountain & Warren Counties, Indiana, by Thomas A. Clifton, Indianapolis, 1913 
indicates, “He entered what is now known as Mound township, Warren county, thence 
passed northward through Kent township, encamping first (in this county) in a small 
detached grove, and there on his return trip, after the battle, buried two or three soldiers 
who had been wounded at Tippecanoe. Their resting place is at what is now called 
Gopher Hill cemetery, about two miles to the southeast of State Line village.  
 
 Counties of Warren, Benton, Jasper and Newton Indiana: Historical and Biographical 
published in 1883 by F.A. Battey & Co. of Chicago indicates: 
 

"His army entered the county (Warren) in the southwestern part of Mound 
Township, thence passing northeastward through Kent about a mile east of State 
Line City, thence on through Steuben and southwestern Jordan, and possibly 
northwestern Pike, thence on diagonally on through the center of Liberty, crossing 
Big Pine Creek about a mile and a half northeast of Carbondale, at a place known 
as the "Army Ford," thence on through Adams and Medina Townships and into 
northern Tippecanoe County . . . The army encamped in Warren County first in 
Kent Township, in a detached grove, where two of the men died and were buried. 
The spot is used now as the Gopher Hill Cemetery. Much of the route of the army 
lay along an old Indian trail, and as it was afterward traveled considerably, it was 
worn so deep that it can yet be traced in the county some ten or twelve miles. In 
the door yard of G.H. Lucas (now Alan Switzer) who lives about a mile east of 
State Line City, the trail is at least a foot deep and five or six yards wide. The army 
also encamped on the east bank of Big Pine Creek immediately after crossing the 
stream." 

 
 General Harrison informs us of the following in a letter of November 11, 1811: 



 
I had previously informed you, in a letter of the 2d. inst. of my proceedings 

previous to my arrival at the Vermillion River, where I erected a block house for 
the protection of the boats, which I was obliged to leave, and as a depositary for 
our heavy baggage and such part of our provisions as we were unable to transport 
in waggons. On the morning of the 3d inst., I commenced my march from the block 
house. The Wabash above this turning considerable to the eastward - - I was 
obliged, in order to avoid the broken and woody country which borders upon it, 
to change my course to the westward of north, to gain the prairies which lie to the 
back of those woods. At the end of one day's march, I was enabled to take the 
proper direction, (N.E.) which brought me, on the evening of the 5th to a small 
creek about 11 miles from the Prophet's town.3 

 
 The Vermillion River meets the Wabash River in the vicinity east of Eugene and 
Cayuga, Indiana. Harrison’s Army built a block house and camped the night of 
November 3rd near the location where the Vermillion River met the Wabash River.4  

The approximate distance from Cayuga to State Line City, Indiana, is about 23 
miles. It is reasonable to believe that Harrison’s Army was capable of marching twenty 
to twenty-five miles per day. This supports the claim that the night of November third 
Harrison’s Army camped at what is now known as the Old Gopher Hill Cemetery, a little 
over a mile southeast of State Line City.  

Harrison informs us that his army was about 11 miles from the Prophet’s town on 
the night of November fifth. This would have placed his army about four miles west of 
present-day West Lafayette, IN. The distance from the Old Gopher Hill Cemetery to West 
Lafayette, IN, is about 48 to 50 miles. It is reasonable that Harrison’s Army was capable 
of marching from the present site of the Old Gopher Hill Cemetery southeast of State Line 
City to a few miles west of West Lafayette, IN, on November fourth and fifth. 
 
 

National Park Service website for Prophetstown State Park: 
 

Indiana’s newest state park, Prophetstown is located where the Tippecanoe 
River meets the Wabash near the town of Battle Ground northeast of Lafayette. 
The park's landscape has been shaped by ice from glaciers, moving water, fire and 
human hands that helped maintain the vast tall prairie grass. Native American 
people hunted and lived along the two rivers for thousands of years. 

Through our unique partnership with The Farm at Prophetstown, visitors can 
discover 1920s farm lifestyles, Native American culture and take a stroll through 
900 acres of restored prairie. We are restoring native habitats such as wetlands, 
wet slopes called fens, prairie and open woodlands. 

Take I-65 to Exit 178/SR 43 north of Lafayette. Go south on SR 43 for a very 
short distance and turn left onto Burnett Road. Take a right on 9th Street to Swisher 
Road. This is a hard left immediately after the veterinary office. Once on Swisher 
Road, cross over the I-65 and find the park gatehouse. 

  The park is named for a Native American village located between the rivers  
established by Tecumseh, who was Shawnee, and his brother Tenskwatawa (The 
Prophet) in 1808. Tecumseh led his band there from Ohio, where pressure from 
white settlers had forced him to leave. Tecumseh believed the only way to repel 



the advance of European settlement was to form an alliance with other tribes. He 
traveled widely persuading tribes to join his coalition. More than 14 tribes set aside 
centuries-old disputes to stop their common enemy. They met at Prophetstown, 
and heard The Prophet speak. Tecumseh anticipated their sheer numbers would 
be enough to stop the westward settlement. 

William Henry Harrison, governor of the Indiana Territory, was alarmed 
by the numbers at Prophetstown, and moved 1,200 troops to the site while 
Tecumseh was south gathering additional support. Wanting to avoid a fight, yet 
fearing an attack, The Prophet decided to strike first in the early morning hours of 
Nov. 7, 1811. The battle lasted two hours. As darkness faded, the villagers 
withdrew through the marsh back to Prophetstown, then fled to Wildcat Creek. 
Harrison's men burned Prophetstown to the ground. 

 
 

 
Five Probable Points Along the Harrison Trail, including GPS locations 

 
1) Switzer Farm on W 825 S very near S 1000 W in Kent Township, Warren County, 
Indiana. A sign in the front yard of the Switzer farm indicates Harrison's Army passed 
that way on 03 November 1811. The location of this sign is near 40° 11' 40.6" N, 87° 30' 
23.4 W. 
 
2) Old Gopher Hill Cemetery on west side of S 1000 W just north of W 950 S, Kent 
Township, Warren County, Indiana - located near 40° 10' 46.33" N, 87° 30' 33.99" W 
 
3) Gouty / Older farm on the east side of S 1000 W about one quarter mile north of W 
1100 S in Mound Township, Indiana. According to Byron Berger who has farmed many 
acres of land in this area since 1971, Harrison's Army crossed a branch of the Gopher 
Creek running through the Gouty / Older farm about one quarter mile east of S 1000 W 
and perhaps three eights of a mile north of W 1100 S. Berger indicated wagon tracks 
crossed the creek in that area at one time, supposedly made by some of the 22 wagons in 
Harrison’s Army. 

The Gouty / Older property is located in Section 33 and Section 28 of Range 10 
West, Township 20 North, Mound Township, Warren County, Indiana. The point where 
Harrison’s Army crossed the creek on the Gouty / Older farm was near 40° 9' 40.00" N 
and 87° 29.6' 33.99" W.  
 
(Commodore Isaac Chauncey was the first owner of 40 acres of land adjacent the south 
side of the Older / Gouty farm. See section below on Commodore Isaac Chauncey, 
Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, and General William Henry Harrison.) 
 
4) Richard Shute farm - Richard owned three tracts of land in Vermillion County, 
Indiana, according to the "First Land Owners of Highland Township Map". The Bureau 
of Land Management lists two patents for Richard Shute: Range 10 W, Township 19N, 
Section 21 in 1837 and Range 9 W, Township 19N, Section 6 in 1831. The additional or 
third tract Richard Shute owned according to the First Land Owners map included a tract 
in Range 10 W, Township 19N, Section 16. These tracts are along the dividing line 
between Range 10 W and Range 9 W. The two tracts in Range 10 W are directly south of 



the Gouty / Older farm approximately three miles and about one mile north of Gessie, 
Indiana. These tracts are near: 40° 6' 39.6" N and 87° 30' 0.0" W. 
 
 Some family history found for Richard Shute indicates he participated in 
Harrison's March in 1811 and vowed to come back later to purchase land along the route 
of the march because it seemed to be very good land for farming. This author has found 
no records for the participation of Richard Shute in Harrison's Army of 1811 and the 
Battle of Tippecanoe. Richard Shute did participate in the War of 1812 in Ohio. The author 
believes some confusion arose over the years since the time Richard Shute acquired his 
land in Vermillion County. The most likely scenario is that Harrison's Army marched 
over what became some of Richard's property in 1811.  
 

Two of Richard Shute’s daughters are ancestors of Curtis Lynn Older: 
 

Mahala Shute married William Nicholas on June 11, 1835. William and 
Mahala Nicholas were the parents of Elizabeth Nicholas who was born September 
11, 1840. Elizabeth Nicholas married William Hartman on October 18, 1862. 
William and Elizabeth Hartman were the parents of Mary Luella Hartman who 
was born July 21, 1863.  

Elizabeth Shute married Elias B. Gouty on September 1, 1853. Elias and 
Elizabeth Gouty were the parents of Joseph Gouty who was born January 6, 1860. 

Joseph Gouty married Mary Luella Hartman Gouty on September 28, 1882. 
Joseph Gouty acquired the 45 acres of land that later became the Gouty / Older 
farm. Joseph and Mary Luella Gouty were great-grandparents of Curtis Lynn 
Older.  

 
5) Harrison's Crossing - Vermillion County, November 3, 1811 - 39° 57' 54" N, 87° 27' 2" 
W - Harrison's Army crossed the Wabash River near a bend in the river, from the east 
side to the west side, near the northbound lane of State Road 63, approximately 100 yards 
north of the Vermillion River bridge across from the North Vermillion High School near 
Cayuga, Indiana.  
 
 
 

The Second Battle of Tippecanoe – November 22, 1812 
 
 Zachary Taylor commanded a unit of men who participated in a second campaign 
against the Indians in 1812.  
 
 
 

Commodore Isaac Chauncey, Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, 
and General William Henry Harrison 

 
November 1811 - General William Henry Harrison goes "up the Wabash River" and 
crosses what would become the Gouty / Older farm on his way to the Battle of 
Tippecanoe and the defeat of Tecumseh’s brother, the Prophet. 
 



September 1812 - Commodore Isaac Chauncey appointed to command of the United 
States naval forces on the Great Lakes. 
 
Oliver Hazard Perry petitions his old friend Isaac Chauncey, who then commanded 
naval operations on the Great Lakes.  
 
September 10, 1813 - Battle of Lake Erie. Oliver Hazard Perry commands nine vessels of 
the United States Navy and defeats and captures six vessels of the British Royal Navy.  
 
Perry is remembered for the words on his battle flag, “Don’t Give Up the Ship” and his 
message to General William Henry Harrison which reads in part, “We have met the 
enemy and they are ours; …” 
 
1830s – Perrysville, Indiana, is named after Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry. 
Commodore Isaac Chauncey purchases about 40 tracts of land in Indiana. 
 
July 27, 1836 – Commodore Isaac Chauncey buys land from the US government, 
identified as follows: 

 
The Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 33 in Township 

20 North, of Range 10 West, containing 40 acres.  
 

The Older / Gouty farm in Mound Township, Warren County, Indiana, consists 
of 45 acres, identified as follows: 

  
 Five acres of even width off of and from the south end of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 33, Township 20 North, Range 10 
West; ALSO, the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 33, 
Township 20 North, Range 10 West, containing 40 acres, EXCEPT five acres of 
even and equal width off of the South end thereof, AND ALSO Five acres of even 
width off of and from the South end of 25 acres of even width off of the South end 
of the West half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 28, in Township 20 North, 
Range 10 West, and in all containing 40 acres, more or less, all situated in the 
County of Warren, and in the State of Indiana. 
 

 The Older / Gouty farm includes all of the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest 
Quarter of Section 33 in Township 20 North and Range 10 West. Commodore Isaac 
Chauncey owed at one time all of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of 
Section 33 in Township 20 North and Range 10 West. The 40 acres purchased by 
Commodore Isaac Chauncey on July 27, 1836, are adjacent to the south side of the Older 
/ Gouty farm. 
 
1841 – William Henry Harrison becomes President of the United States and dies shortly 
thereafter. 
 
Additional information about William Henry Harrison: 
  

The Battle of the Thames, also known as the Battle of Moraviantown, was a 
decisive American victory in the War of 1812 against Great Britain and its Indian 



allies in Tecumseh’s Confederacy. It took place on October 5, 1813 in Upper 
Canada, near Chatham. The British lost control of Southwestern Ontario as a 
result of the battle; Tecumseh was killed and his Confederacy largely fell apart. 

British troops under Major General Henry Procter had occupied Detroit 
until the United States Navy gained control of Lake Erie, depriving them of their 
supplies. Procter was forced to retreat north up the Thames River to 
Moraviantown, followed by the tribal confederacy under Shawnee leader 
Tecumseh and war chief Roundhead who were his allies. American infantry and 
cavalry under Major General William Henry Harrison drove off the British and 
then defeated the Indians, who were demoralized by the deaths of Tecumseh and 
Roundhead in action. American control was re-established in the Detroit area, the 
tribal confederacy collapsed, and Procter was court-martialled for his poor 
leadership.5 

 
 
 

APPENDIX A 
 

William Henry Harrison's letter to 
The Honorable William Eustis, Secretary at War 

 
Vincennes, 11th Nov. 1811 

Sir,		
	
In	my	letter	of	the	8th	inst.	I	did	myself	the	honor	to	communicate	the	result	of	an	action	
between	 the	 troops	 under	 my	 command	 and	 the	 confederation	 of	 Indians	 under	 the	
command	of	the	Shawanoe	[Shawnee]	Prophet	[Tenskwatawa].	I	had	previously	informed	
you,	 in	a	 letter	of	the	2d.	 inst.	of	my	proceedings	previous	to	my	arrival	at	the	Vermillion	
River,	where	I	erected	a	block	house	for	the	protection	of	the	boats,	which	I	was	obliged	to	
leave,	and	as	a	depositary	for	our	heavy	baggage	and	such	part	of	our	provisions	as	we	were	
unable	to	transport	in	waggons.	On	the	morning	of	the	3d	inst.,	I	commenced	my	march	from	
the	 block	 house.	 The	 Wabash	 above	 this	 turning	 considerable	 to	 the	 eastward	 -	 -	 I	 was	
obliged,	in	order	to	avoid	the	broken	and	woody	country	which	borders	upon	it,	to	change	
my	course	to	the	westward	of	north,	to	gain	the	prairies	which	lie	to	the	back	of	those	woods.	
At	 the	 end	 of	 one	 day's	 march,	 I	 was	 enabled	 to	 take	 the	 proper	 direction,	 (N.E.)	 which	
brought	me,	on	the	evening	of	the	5th	to	a	small	creek	about	11	miles	from	the	Prophet's	
town.	I	had	on	the	preceding	day	avoided	the	dangerous	pass	of	Pine	Creek	by	inclining	a	few	
miles	to	the	left,	where	the	troops	and	waggons	were	crossed	with	expedition	and	safety.	Our	
route	on	the	6th,	for	about	six	miles	lay	through	prairies	separated	by	small	points	of	woods.		
 
My order of march hitherto had been similar to that used by Gen. Wayne, that is, the 
infantry were in two columns of files on either side of the road, and the mounted riflemen 
and cavalry in front, in the rear and on the flanks. Where the ground was unfavorable for 
the action of cavalry they were placed in the rear, but where it was otherwise they were 
made to exchange positions with one of the Rifle corps. Understanding that the last four 



miles were open woods and the probability being greater that we should be attacked in 
front than on either flank, I halted at that distance from the town and formed the army in 
order of battle. The United States Infantry placed in the centre, two companies of militia 
infantry and one of mounted riflemen on each flank, formed the front line. In the rear of 
this line was placed the baggage, drawn up as compactly as possible, and immediately 
behind it a reserve of three companies of malitia infantry. The cavalry formed a second 
line at the distance of three hundred yards in the rear of the front line, and a company of 
mounted riflemen the advanced guard at that distance in front. To facilitate the march 
the whole were then broken off in short columns of companies, a situation the most 
favorable for forming in order of battle with facility and precision. Our march was slow 
and cautious, and much delayed by the examination of every place which seemed 
calculated for an ambuscade. Indeed the ground was for some time so unfavorable that I 
was obliged to change the position of the several corps three times in the distance of a 
mile. At half past two o'clock we passed a small creek at the distance of one mile.  At half 
past two o'clock we passed a small creek at the distance of one mile and a half from the 
town;  and entered an open wood when the army was halted and again drawn up in 
order of battle. During the whole of the last day's march parties of Indians were 
constantly about us and every effort was made by the interpreters to speak to them, but 
in vain -- new attempts of the kind were now made, but proving equally ineffectual, capt. 
Dubois of the spies and guides, offering to go with a flag to the town.  I dispatched him 
with an interpreter to request a conference with the prophet -- in a few moments a 
message was sent by capt. Dubois to inform me that in his attempts to advance, the 
Indians appeared on both his flanks, and although he had spoken to them in a most 
friendly manner they refused to answer but beckoned to him to go forward and 
constantly endeavored to cut him off from the army. Upon this information I recalled the 
capt. and determined to encamp for the night and take some other measures for opening 
a conference with the Prophet. Whilst I was engaged in tracing the lines for the 
encampment, major Daveiss who commanded the dragoons, came to inform me that he 
had penetrated to the Indian fields, that the ground was entirely open and favorable, that 
the Indians in front had manifested nothing but hostility and had answered every attempt 
to bring them to a parley with contempt and insolence. I was immediately advised by all 
the officers around me to move forward. A similar wish indeed pervaded all the army,  it 
was drawn up in excellent order and every man appeared eager to decide the contest 
immediately. Being informed that a good encampment might be had upon the Wabash, 
I yielded to what appeared the general wish, and directed the troops to advance, taking 
care however to place the interpreters in front with directions to invite a conference with 
any Indians they might meet with.  
 
We had not advanced above four 100 yards, when I was informed that three Indians had 
approached the advanced guard and had expressed a wish to speak to me. -- I found 
upon their arrival that one of them was a man of great estimation with the Prophet. He 
informed me that the chiefs were much surprised at my advancing so rapidly -- that they 
were given to understand by the Delawares and Miamies whom I had sent to them a few 
days before, that I would not advance to their town until I had received an answer to my 
demands made through them. That this answer had been dispatched by the Potawattimie 
[Potawatomi] chief Winemac [Winamac], who had accompanied the Miamies and 
Delawares on their return; they had left the Prophet's town two days before with a design 
to meet me, but had unfortunately taken the road on the south side of the Wabash. I 
answered that I had no intention of attacking them until I discovered that they would not 



comply with the demands I had made -- that I would go & encamp at the Wabash and in 
the morning would have an interview with the Prophet and his chiefs, and explain to 
them the determination of the President,  that in the mean time no hostilities should be 
committed. He seemed much pleased with this, and promised that it should be observed 
on their part. I then resumed my march -- we struck the cultivated grounds five hundred 
yards below the town, but as these extended to the bank of the Wabash, there was no 
probability of getting an encampment which was provided with both wood and water. 
My guard and interpreters being still with the advanced guard, and taking the direction 
of the town, the army followed, and had advanced within about 150 yards, when 50 or 
60 Indians sallied out, and with loud exclamations called to the cavalry and to the militia 
infantry which were on the right flank to halt. I immediately advanced to the front, 
caused the army to halt, and directed the interpreter to request some of the chiefs to come 
to me. In a few moments the man who had been with me before made his appearance. I 
informed him that my object for the present was to procure a good piece of ground to 
encamp on, where we could get wood and water -- he informed me that there was a creek 
to the north west which he thought would suit our purpose. I immediately dispatched 
two officers to examine it, and they reported that the situation was excellent. I then took 
leave of the chief and a mutual promise was again made for the suspension of hostilities 
until we could have an interview on the following day. I found the ground destined for 
the encampment not  altogether such as I could wish it -- it was indeed admirably 
calculated for the encampment of regular troops that were opposed to regulars, but it 
afforded great facility to the approach of Savages. It was a peice of dry oak land, rising 
about ten feet above the level of a marshy prairie in front (towards the Indian town) and 
nearly twice that height above a similar prairie in the rear, through which and near to this 
bank ran a stream clothed with willows and other brush wood. Towards the left flank 
this bench of high land widened considerably but became gradually narrower in the 
opposite direction, and at the distance of one hundred and fifty yards from the right flank, 
terminated in an abrupt point. The two columns of infantry occupied the front and rear 
of this ground at the distance of about one hundred and fifty yards from each other on 
the left, and something more than half that distance on the right flank -- those flanks were 
filled up, the first by two companies of mounted riflemen, amounting to about 120 men, 
under the command of Major General Wells of the Kentucky militia, who served as Major; 
the other by Spencer's company of mounted riflemen which amounted to 80 men. The 
front line was composed of one battalion of the U. States infantry, under the command of 
Major Floyd, flanked on the right by two companies of militia, and on the left by one 
company.-- The rear line was composed by a battalion of the U. States troops under the 
command of Capt. Baen, acting as Major, and four companies of militia infantry under 
[the] command of Lieut. Col. Decker. The regular troops of this line joined the mounted 
riflemen under the command of General Wells on the left flank, and Col. Decker's 
battalion formed an angle with Spencer's company on the left. 
 
Two troops of dragoons, amounting in the aggregate to about 60 men, were encamped in 
the rear of the left flank, and Capt. Parke's troop, which was larger than the other two, in 
the rear of the front line. Our order of encampment varied little from that above 
described; except when some peculiarity of the ground made it necessary. For a night 
attack the order of encampment was the order of battle, and each man slept immediately 
opposite his [post] in the line. In the formation of my troops I used a single rank, or what 
is called Indian file - because in Indian warfare, where there is no shock to resist, one rank 
is nearly as good as two, and in that kind of warfare the extension of line is a matter of 



the first importance. Raw troops also maneuver with much more facility in single than 
double ranks. It was my constant custom to assemble all the field officers at my tent every 
evening by signal, to give them the watchword and their instruction for the night -- those 
given for the night of the 6th were, that each corps which formed a part of the exterior 
line of the encampment should hold its own ground until they were relieved. The 
dragoons were directed to parade dismounted in case of a night attack, with their pistols 
in their belts and to act as a corpse de reserve. The camp was defended by two company 
guards, consisting each of four non-commissioned officers and 42 privates, and two 
subaltern guards of twenty non-commissioned officers and privates. The whole under 
the command of a field officer of the day. The troops were regularly called up an hour 
before day, and made to continue under arms until it was quite light. On the morning of 
the 7th I had risen at a quarter after 4 o'clock, and the signal for calling out the men would 
have been given in two minutes when the attack commenced. It began on our left flank, 
but a single gun was fired by the sentinels or the guard in that direction, which made no 
resistence, but abandoned their officer and fled into the camp, and the first notice which 
the troops of that flank had of the danger, was from the yells of the savages within a short 
distance of the line, but even under those circumstances the men were not wanting to 
themselves, or to the occasion. Such of them that were awake, or easily awakened, seized 
their arms and took their stations; others which were more tardy, had to contend with 
the enemy in the doors of their tents.  
 
The storm first fell upon Capt. Barton's company of the 4th U. States regiment, and Capt. 
Geiger's company of mounted riflemen, which formed the left angle of the rear line. The 
fire upon these were excessively severe, and they suffered considerably before relief 
could be brought to them.-- Some few Indians passed into the encampment near the 
angle, and one or two penetrated to some distance before they were killed. I believe all 
the other companies were under arms and tolerably formed before they were fired on. 
The morning was dark and cloudy -- our fires afforded a partial light, which if it gave us 
some opportunity of taking our positions, was still more advantageous to the enemy, 
affording them the means of taking a surer aim. They were therefore extinguished as soon 
as possible. Under all these discouraging circumstances, the troops (nineteen twentieth 
of whom had never been in action before) behaved in a manner that can never be too 
much applauded. They took their places without noise and with less confusion than 
could have been expected from veterans places in similar situation.  
 
As soon as I could mount my horse I rode to the angle that was attacked - I found that 
Barton's company had suffered severely and the left of Geigers entirely broken. I 
immediately ordered Cook's company and the late captain Wentworth's, under Lieut. 
Peters, to be brought up from the centre of the rear line, where the ground was much 
more defensible, and formed a cross the angle in support of Barton's and Gieger's. My 
attention was then engaged by a heavy firing upon the left of the front line, where were 
stationed the small company of U. States Riflemen (then however armed with muskets) 
and the companies of Baen, Snelling, and Prescott of the 4th regiment. I found Major 
Daviess forming the Dragoons in the rear of the companies, and understanding that those 
heaviest part of the enemy's fire proceeded from some trees about fifteen or twenty paces 
in front of those companies, I directed the major to dislodge them with a part of the 
dragoons. Unfortunately the major's gallantry determined him to execute the order with 
a smaller force than was sufficient, which enabled the enemy to avoid him in front, and 
attack his flanks. The major was mortally wounded, and his party driven back. The 



Indians were however immediately and gallantly dislodged from their advantageous 
positions, by Capt. Snelling at the head of his company. In the course of a few minutes 
after the commencement of the attack, the fire extended along the left flank, the whole of 
the front, the right flank, and part of the rear line. Upon Spencer's mounted riflemen, and 
the right of Warwick's company, which was posted on the right of the rear line, in was 
excessively severe.  Captain Spencer, and his first and second Lieutenants were killed, 
and captain Warwick was mortally wounded -- those companies, however, still bravely 
maintained their posts, but Spencer's had suffered so severely, and having originally too 
much ground to occupy, I reinforced them with Robb's company of riflemen, which had 
been driven, or by mistake ordered from their position, on the left flank towards the 
centre of the camp and filled the vacancy that had been occupied by Robb and Prescott's 
company of the 4th U. States Regiment. My great object was to keep the lines entire, to 
prevent the enemy from breaking into the camp until day light, which should enable me 
to make a general and effectual charge. With this view I had reinforced every part of the 
line that had suffered much; and as soon as the approach of morning had discovered 
itself, I withdrew from the front line Snellings, Posey's (under Lieut. Albright), and Scotts 
and from the rear line, Wilson's companies and drew them up from the left flank, and at 
the same time I ordered Cook's and Baen's companies, the former from the rear and the 
latter from the front line, to reinforce the right flank; foreseeing that at these pointes the 
enemy would make their last effort. Major Wells, who commanded on the left flank, not 
knowing my intentions precisely, had taken the command of these companies, had 
charged the enemy before I had formed the body of dragoons with which I meant to 
support the infantry; a small detachment of those were howevery ready, and proved 
amply sufficient for the purpose. The Indians were driven by the Infantry at the point of 
the bayonet, and the dragoons pursued them into a marsh, where they could not be 
followed. Captain Cook and Lieut. Larabee had, agreeable to my order, marched their 
companies to the right flank, had formed them under the fire of the enemy, and being 
then joined by the Riflemen of that flank, had charged the Indians, killed a number, and 
put the rest to a precipitate flight. A favorable opportunity was here offered to pursue 
the enemy with dragoons, but being engaged at that time on the other flank, I did not 
observe it until it was too late.  
 
I have thus, sir, given you the particulars of an action, which was certainly main armed 
with the greatest obstinacy and perseverance by both parties. The Indians manifested a 
ferocity uncommon even to them.  To their savage fury, our troops opposed that cool and 
deliberate valor, which is characteristics of the christian soldier.  
 
The most pleasing part of my duty, (that of naming to you the corps and individuals who 
particularly distinguished themselves) is yet to be performed. There is, however, 
considerable difficulty in it -- where merit was so common it is almost impossible to 
discriminate.  
 
The whole of the Infantry formed a brigade under the immediate orders of Colonel Boyd. 
The Colonel throughout the action manifested equal zeal and bravery in carrying into 
execution my orders, in keeping the men to their posts, and exhorting them to fight with 
valor. His brigade Major Clark, and his aid de camp George Croghan, Esq., were also 
very serviceably employed. Col. Joseph Bartholomew, a very valuable officer, 
commanded under Col. Boyd, the militia infantry; he was wounded early in the action 
and his services lost to me. Maj. G.R.C. Floyd, the senior of the 4th U. States Regiment, 



commanded immediately the battalion of that Regiment, which was in the front line; his 
conduct during the action was entirely to my satisfaction. Lieut. Col. Decker, who 
commanded the battalion of militia on the right of the rear line, preserved his command 
in good order; he was, however, but partially attacked. I have before mentioned to you 
that Maj. Gen. Wells, of the 4th division of Kentucky militia, acted under my command 
as a Major, at the head of two companies of mounted volunteers; the General maintained 
the same which he had already acquired in almost every campaign and in almost every 
battle which has been fought with the Indians since the settlement of Kentucky. Of the 
several corps, the 4th U. States Regiment, and two small companies attached to it, were 
certainly the most conspicuous for undaunted valor. The companies commanded by 
Capt. Cook, Snelling and Barton, Lts. Peters and Hawkins, were placed in situations 
where they could render most service and encountered most dangers, and those officers 
eminently distinguished themselves. -- Capts Prescott and Brown performed their duty 
also entirely to my satisfaction, as did Posey's company of the 7th Regiment, headed by 
Lieut. Albright.  
 
In short, sir, they supported the fame of American Regulars, and I have never heard that 
a single individual was out of the line of his duty. Several of the militia companies were 
in wise inferior to the regulars. Spencer's, Geiger's and Warrick's maintained their posts 
amidst a monstrous carnage, as indeed did Robb's after it was posted on the left flank; its 
loss of men (17 killed and wounded) and keeping its ground, is sufficient evidence of its 
firmness. Wilson's and Scott's companies charged with the Regular troops, and proved 
themselves worthy of doing so. Norris's company also behaved well; Hargroves and 
Wilkin's company were placed in a situation where they had no opportunity of 
distinguishing themselves, or I am satisfied they would have done it. This was the case 
with the squadron of Dragoons also. After Major Daviess had received his would, 
knowing it to be mortal, I promoted Capt. Parke to the majority, than whom there is no 
better officer.  
 
My two aide-de-camp, Majors Hurst & Taylor, with Lieut. Adams, of the Fouth Regiment, 
afforded me the most essential aid, as well in the action, as throughout the campaign.  
 
The arrangements of capt. Piatt, in the quarter master's department, were highly 
judicious, and his exertions on all occasions, particularly in bringing off the wounded, 
deserve my warmest thanks. But in giving merited praise to the living, let me not forget 
the gallant dead. Col. Abraham Owen, commandant of the 18th Ken. regt. joined me a 
few days before the action, as a private in capt. Geiger's company; he accepted the 
appointed of volunteer aid-de-camp to me; he fell early in the action. The representatives 
of his state will inform you that she possessed not a better citizen, nor a braver man. Major 
J. H. Daviess was known as an able lawyer, and a great orator; he joined me as a private 
volunteer, and on the recommendation of the officers of that corp, was appointed to 
command the 3d troop of dragoons. His conduct in that capacity justified their choice; 
never was there an officer possessed of more ardour and his duties with propriety, and 
no man would have encountered greater danger to purchase military fame. Capt. Baen, 
of the 4th U. States Regiment, was killed early in the action; he was unquestionably a 
good officer and valiant soldier. Capts. Spencer and Warrick, and Lieut. McMahan and 
Berry, were all my particular friends; I have ever had the utmost confidence in their valor, 
and I was not deceived. Spencer was wounded in the head -- he exhorted his men to fight 
valiantly -- he was shot though both thighs, and fell, still continuing to encourage them -



- he was raised up, and received a ball through his body, which put an immediate end to 
his existence! -- Warrick was shot immediately through the body; being taken to the 
surgery to be dressed, as soon as it was over (being a man of great bodily vigor, and still 
able to walk) he insisted upon going back to head his company, although it was evident 
that he had but a few hours to live.  
 
All these gentlemen, sir, Capt. Baen excepted, have left wives, and five of them large 
families of children; this is the case too with many of the privates among the militia who 
fell in the action, or who have since died of their wounds. Will the bounty of their country 
be withheld from their helpless orphans, many of whom will be in the most destitute 
condition, and perhaps want even the necessaries of life? --  With respect to the number 
of Indians that were engaged against us, I am possessed of no data by which I can form 
a correct statement. It must, however, have been considerable, and perhaps not much 
inferior to our own; which deducting the dragoons, who were unable to do us much 
service, was very little above 700 non commission, officers and privates; I am convinced 
there were at least six hundred. The Prophet had three weeks before 450 of his own 
proper followers, I am induced to believe that he was joined by a number of the lawless 
vagabonds who live on the Illinois river, as large trails were seen coming from that 
direction. Indeed I shall not be surprised to find that some who professed the warmest 
friendship for us were arrayed against us. -- 'tis certain that one of this description came 
out from the town and spoke to me the night before the action. The Potawattumie chief 
whom I mentioned to have been wounded and taken prisoner, in my letter of the 8th inst. 
I left on the battle ground, after having taken all the care of him in my power. I requested 
him to inform those of his own tribe who had joined the Prophet, and the Kickapoos and 
Winebagoes, that if they would immediately abandon the Prophet and return to their 
own tribes their past conduct would be forgiven, and that we would treat them as we 
formerly had done. He assured me that he would do so, and that there was no doubt of 
their compliance. Indeed he said that they would put the Prophet to death. [I] think, upon 
the whole, that there will be no [further hostilities;] but of this I shall be enabled [to give] 
you some more certain information in a few days.  
 
The troops left the battle ground on the 9th inst. it took every wagon to transport the 
wounded. We managed however, to bring off the public property, although almost all 
the private baggage of the officers was necessarily destroyed.  
 
It may perhaps be imagined, sir, that some means might have been adopted to have made 
a more early discovery of the approach of the enemy to our camp on the morning of the 
7th inst., but if I had employed two thirds of the army as outposts, it would have been 
ineffectual; the Indians in such a night would have found means to have passed between 
them -- placed in the situation that we were, there is no other mode of avoiding a surprise, 
than by a chain of sentinels, so close together that the enemy cannot pass between without 
discovery and having the army in such readiness that they can get to their alarm posts at 
a moment's warning. Our troops could not have been better prepared than they were, 
unless they had been kept under arms the whole night, as they lay with their 
accoutriments on, and their arms by their sides, and the moment they were up, they were 
at their posts. If the sentinels and the guard had done their duty, even the troops on the 
left flank would have been prepared to receive the Indians.  
 



I have the honor to enclose you a correct return of our killed and wounded. The wounded 
suffered very much before their arrival here, but they were comfortably fixed, and every 
attention has been and shall continue to be paid to them. Doctor Foster is not only 
possessed of professional merit, but is moreover a man of feeling and honor.  
 
I am not convinced, sir, that the Indians lost many more men than we did -- they left from 
thirty six to forty on the field.-- They were seen to take off not only the wounded but the 
dead. An Indian that was killed and scalped in the action by one of our men was found 
in the houses, and many graves which were fresh dug; one of them was opened and 
found to contain three dead bodies.  
 
Our infantry used principally cartridges containing twelve buck shot, which were 
admirably calculated for a night action.  
 
I have before informed you, sir, that Col. Miller was prevented by illness from going on 
the expedition -- he rendered essential service in the command of Fort Harrison; he is an 
officer of great merit.  
 
There are so many circumstances which it is important for you to know, respecting the 
situation of this country, that I have thought it best to commit this dispatch to my aid-de-
camp Major Taylor, who will have the honor of delivering this to you, and who will be 
able to give you more satisfaction than I could do by writing --  Major Taylor (who is also 
one of our Supreme Judges) is a man of integrity and honor, and you may rely upon any 
statements he may make.  
	
With	the	highest	respect,		
I	have	the	honor	to	be,	
Sir	your	humble	servant.		
	
William	H.	Harrison		
	
P.	S.	Not	a	man	of	ours	was	taken	prisoner,	and	of	three	scalps	which	were	taken,	two	of	
them	were	recovered.		
	
The	Hon.	Wm.	Eustis,	
Secretary	at	War	

	
-------	

	
A	General	Return	of	the	killed	and	wounded	of	the	Army	under	the	command	of	His	
Excellency	William	Henry	Harrison,	Governor	and	Commander	in	Chief	of	the	Indiana	
Territory,	in	the	action	with	the	Indians,	near	the	Prophet's	Town,	Nov.	7,	1811.	

KILLED	---	One	Aid-de-camp,	one	Captain,	two	Subalterns,	one	Sergeant,	two	Corporals,	
thirty	Privates.	

WOUNDED	---	since	dead	--	One	Major,	two	Captains,	twenty	two	Privates.	



WOUNDED	---	Two	Lieut.	Colonels,	one	Adjutant,	one	Surgeon's	Mate,	two	Captains,	three	
Subalterns,	nine	Sergeants,	five	Corporals,	one	Musician,	one	hundred	and	two	Privates.	

Total	of	killed	and	wounded	---	188.	

	
 
1 Warren County Reflections, a Journal magazine published by the Warren County 
(Indiana) Historical Society, Volume XXVI, Number 3 & 4, Combined Fall and Winter 
2001, top of the right-hand column of the first page. 
2 https://www.hmdb.org/marker.asp?marker=41401 (The Historical Marker Database) 
3 See Appendix A, Harrison letter of November 11, 1811. 
4 See Appendix A, Harrison letter of November 11, 1811. 
5 Wikipedia. 
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Harrison's Crossing November 3, 1811, Historical Marker. North bound lane of State Route 63, 100 yards north of Vermillion River bridge across from the North Vermillion High School, Cayuga, Vermillion County, Indiana. Photo by Curtis Lynn Older, September 30, 2019. 
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Harrison's Crossing November 3, 1811, Historical Marker. North bound lane of State Route 63, 100 yards north of Vermillion River bridge across from the North Vermillion High School, Cayuga, Vermillion County, Indiana. Photo by Curtis Lynn Older, September 30, 2019. 
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Sticky Note
Grouseland, home of William Henry Harrison. Photo by Curtis Lynn Older, September 30, 2019.



curtisolder
Sticky Note
Grouseland, home of William Henry Harrison, Vincennes, Indiana. Photo by Curtis Lynn Older, September 30, 2019.
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Interior room of Grouseland, home of William Henry Harrison, Vincennes, Indiana. Photo by Curtis Lynn Older, September 30, 2019. 
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General Harrison's Sword. Damascus blade, leather scabbard. Given to Grouseland by John Scott Harrison V.

Hat worn by General Harrison at the Battle of Tippecanoe. Given to Grouseland by John Scott Harrison V.

Indian War Club from the Battle of Tippecanoe. Retrieved shortly after the battle by Joseph Alton, and aide to Harrison.

Spurs worn by General Harrison. Given to Grouseland by John Scott Harrison V.

Officer's Flint Lock Pistol, .45 gauge, circa 1810.
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Sign at Grouseland, home of William Henry Harrison, Vincennes, Indiana. Photo by Curtis Lynn Older.
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Sign at Grouseland, home of William Henry Harrison, Vincennes, Indiana. Photo by Curtis Lynn Older, September 30, 2019. 
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Sign at Grouseland, home of William Henry Harrison, Vincennes, Indiana. Photo by Curtis Lynn Older, September 30, 2019. 
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Zachary Taylor at Grouseland. Taylor was in the second Battle of Tippecanoe in 1812. That second expedition followed the Harrison Trail of 1811.
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Sticky Note
A daughter of Zachary Taylor married Jefferson Davis, later the President of the so-called Confederate States of America. 











































































Old Gopher Hill Cemetery
Kent Township
Warren County, Indiana



FIVE POINTS ALONG THE HARRISON TRAIL OF 1811



KENT AND MOUND TOWNSHIPS, WARREN COUNTY, INDIANA, 1877



Photograph taken September 25, 2015 by Curtis L. Older 

SIGN IN SWITZER YARD BY ROAD



SIGN AT GOPHER HILL CEMETERY ON S 900 W 





B = Byron Berger home
I = Old Inez Gouty farm
Older farm = 45 acres

Intersection
S 1000 W and W 1100 S

branch
of
Gopher
CreekOlder farm

creek

W 1100 S

S 1000 W

Older farm in Warren County, Indiana
October 2015



Harrison's Army probably crossed this creek
about one quarter mile east of S 1000 W road

VIEW FROM BRIDGE ON S 1000 W AT CREEK ON GOUTY/OLDER FARM

PHOTO BY CURTIS L. OLDER, SEPT. 25, 2015 



Looking north and east at 
intersection of W 1100 S 
and S 1000 W
Photo by Curtis L. Older
Sept 25, 2015



Red Line - Harrison's march from creek on Older / Gouty farm to Switzer



Richard Shute
16 Oct 1792 
to 12 Jan 1853



Richard Shute land in Range 10W, Township 19N, Sections 16 and 21 
and in Range 9W, Township 19N, Section 6, just south of Interstate 74, 
Highland Township, Vermillion County, Indiana



Standard Layout of Sections within a Township



Commodore Isaac Chauncey patent dated July 27, 1836 for Range 10W, Township 20, Section 33.



Sale of land to Peter Schermerhorn of New York about May 19, 1914.
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